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BURN2TT  li^I.TK  h'OODBURH  CL.JUG2,  sworn  and  examined/ 

I  on  4422806  Unj.  Burnett  Loslio  hood  bum  Clarke,  2/13  ..GH,  8  Just. 
Division*  1  was  10  alias  oast  of  Singapore  prior  to  the  surrender  to  tho 
Japanese)  in  Fobrunry  1942. 


BY  HIS  HONOUR/  What  happoned  after  tho  surrender?- — he  were  capturod 
on  13th  Fobrunry,  1942,  two  days  befaro  Singapore  full.  Our  hospital  was  loft 
alone  until  approximately  20th  February,  1942*  ..  series  of  Japanese  came  out, 

had  a  rough  look  over  tho  hospital,  and  told  us  v/e  had  to  be  moved  out  to 
Solar ong  Earracks  within  5  clays.  Jo  had  approximately  18 00  patients  on  our 
hands.  Two- thirds  were  bcttlo  casualties.  .re  asked  far  timo  to  allow  some  at 
those  soriously  wounded  men  a  chance  to  rocovor.  Tho  Japanese  refused.  They 
supplied  us  with  a  certain  amount  cf  transport.  By  over  crowding  tho  vehicles 
with  non  and  material,  everybody  received  transport  to  tho  now  aroa.  On 
arriving  at  Solarang  wo  wore  given  a  lung  barrack  building  vhich  wo  had  to 
cloan  up.  By  cleaning  up,  1  mecn  wreckage  had  to  be  shiftod  whore  shells  and 
bombs  had  oxplodcd.  Tho  spaoo  allotted  to  oach  nan  was  6*  x  3*  with  no 
provision  fer  passages  betvoon  the  buds  which  wore  jommod  up  against  oach 
othor.  Our  ration  of  ./ator  was  one  quart  por  man  por  day  for  all  purposos. 

This  wotor  was  infoctcd  and  had  to  bo  storilisod  by  boiling  bofooro  mo  could 
drink  it.  The  fuel  ration  was  2*  lbs.  wood  per  nan  per  day.  It  was  extremely 
hot  at  the  timo  and  naturally  a  great  deal  af  contaminated  water  was  drunk  by 
the  mon.  Dysentery  followed.  I  am  not  quito  certain  af  the  figures  but  I 
believe  5*000  out  of  12,000  non  got  dysontory  in  the  first  threo  months.  In 
addition,  the  hygiene  system  had  completely  broken  down.  Tho  Japanoso  did  not 
givo  us  any  tools  to  dig  latriuos.  This  helped  tho  sproad  of  dysontory.  It 
was  approximately  10  woeks  bofaro  they  would  givo  us  any  tools  or  covering  far 
tho  latrine  pits. 

..ftor  being  in  Selarang  far  two  wuoks  wo  wero  ordcrod  to  novo  tc 
Roborts  Barks  about  l£  miles  gwe ly,  tho  Japancso  idea  boing  to  make  ono  combined 
hospital  in  a  sepnrato  aroa.  ..  limited  amount  af  transport  was  givon  far  this 
socond  move,  so  that  really  only  tho  sick  woro  transported.  Tho  rest  walked. 
Conditions  in  Roborts  Barracks  wero  werso  than  in  Selarang.  A  tremendous 
amount  of  denago  Iiad  been  done  by  bombing  and  sholllng  end  we  had  to  cloan 
this  area  up  in  tho  samu  way  as  wo  cleaned  up  So  la  rang.  Wo  repaired  various 
buildings,  using  a  little  bluffing  to  got  seno  of  tho  things  v/e  wanted.  I  am 
unable  to  give  any  of  the  nexus  of  tho  Japancso  in  tho  camp.  In  the  noontime  thv. 
Japanese  had  put  us  all  on  tbo  I.  J.  ...  ration  which  consistod  mainly  af  rico. 

Our  nodical  men  pointed  out  that  this  diot  vjas  dofinitoly  doficiont  in  proteins, 
fats,  vitamins,  etc.,  and  that  within  two  months  doficioncy  diseasos  would 
follow,  and  in  ..pril,  1942.  a  largo  nunbor  of  men  came  in  suffering  from  beri 
beri.  This  was  followed  an  subsequent  uor.th3  by  a  great  many  othor  deficiency 
diseases  such  as  ..mbyiopia,  Scrotal  Dermatitis,  Glossitis,  Stomatitis, 

Pedialgia  ("happy  foot1),  and  various  forms  of  paralysis.  ..n  appeal  was  nado 
to  tho  Japanoso  far  rico  polishings  to  counteract  sumo  of  these  doficioncy 
disoasos.  «ftor  some  considerable  Colay,  approximtoly  two  months,  they  gave 
us  some  ricu  polishings  and  told  us  we  could  buy  some  moro  from  them.  In  my 
ovm  privuto  opinion  tho  Japanese  showed  no  intorost  in  our  food  at  all.  That 
v/as  tho  general  attitude  cf  tho  Japanoso.  My  awn  personal  problem  was  in 
connection  with  my  skin  ward  (I  was  ..IF  doruatologist )  and  with  the  lack  -f 
dressings  and  medical  supplies.  dn  appeal  for  dressings  was  tucwc-reu  by 
receipt  of  a  truck  load  of  old  clothes,  towols,  various  discoided  bits  of 
linen  and  othor  fabric  which  wo  had  tc  sterilise  ourselves  with  no  increasa 
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in  netor  or  fuel  ration  tc  help  us. 

..bout  the  ond  of  1942  approximately  15 0  men  wore  brought  in  from 
ICualu  Lumpur  gaol.  Those  non  had  boon  cut  off  during  tho  war  and  incarooratod 
and,  in  addition  to  tho  ordinary  deficiency  diaeasoa,  thoy  wero  covered  in 
scabies.  Up  till  that  tine  wo  had  no  soabios.  «ftor  this  we  wore  novor 
able  to  allminato  soabios  fran  tho  prison  aroa  in  Chongi,  mainly  because  tho 
Japanese  would  not  giro  us  any  extra  nodical  supplies  or  dressings.  Requests 
for  sue a  natters  as  hot  baths  foilod  to  rouse  the  lntorost  of  tho  Japanese* 
However ,  by  ooroful  ncnago.jont  on  our  oun  part,  wo  could  give  a  oortain 
nunbor,  roughly  40,  hot  baths  per  day.  Uorc  vital  drugs  of  the  bensol  group 
wero  refused.  Soabios  rapidly  boo one  infected  and  opened  up  the  way  far 
diphtheria  involving  tho  skin.  In  the  oarly  days  wo  had  brou/^it  in  souo 
anti  dipthoria  so run,  but  the  Japanoso  gave  no  ropluoonont  to  ray  knowledge 
until  1945*  and  thon  only  a  very  United  amount,  so  that  only  selootod 
serious  cases  could  gut  tho  sorun.  Certain  skin  disoasos,  suoh  as  tinea, 
roachod  tremendous  proportions,  ana  after  our  own  llmitod  supplies  which  wo 
.iad  brought  into  the  oanp  had  run  out,  tho  Japanese  only  gavo  us  tho  berest 
minimum  which  was  totally  insufficient  to  cope  with  the  outbroek  of  skin 
diseases. 


Malaria.  Befaaro  the  war  Singaporo  and  Lower  Johoro  wore  nalaria 
froo.  Tho  Japanoso  made  no  attempt  to  oontrol  any  spread  of  nalaria  with 
the  rosult  that  error  90  'X  of  tho  prisoners  wore  infootod  with  nalaria.  Owing 
to  United  supplies,  our  troatnent  of  nalaria  was  totally  inadoquato.  Largo 
nuabors  of  patients  who  have  roturuod  to  Australia  can  toll  of  30,  40  or  50 
recurrences. 

hi th  regard  to  dofloionoy  disoasos,  appeals  wore  nade  to  tho 
Japanese  for  improvement  of  tho  diet  and  tho  issue  of  vitamins.  Tho  response 
was  negllgiblo,  but  wo  had  boon  ablo,  by  what  amounts  to  bluffing,  to  got  tho 
Japanoso  to  pass  ovor  to  us  large  quantities  of  namito  which  wo  know  wore 
storod  in  tho  British  Modiool  Depot  in  Singapore.  Scmotimes  tho  quantity 
givon  was  adoquato,  but  more  often  it  was  totally  inadequato.  ho  wero 
roduoed  to  rationing  marnito  amongst  the  very  sick.  It  was  impossible  to 
uso  it  as  a  prophylactic. 

For  about  tho  first  five  months  about  2  02.  of  moat  por  man  was 
brought  into  tho  camp  twico  a  wook.  This  ran  out  about  August.  A  Rod 
Cross  ship  osuo  in  in  Soptcnbor,  1942,  and  tho  Japanoso  dolivorod  to  us 
fairly  largo  supplies  whioh  carried  us  on  far  throo  months.  ho  recoivod 
food  and  somo  uodioinos.  Tho  food  consistod  of  such  things  as  bully  boof , 
ovaltinc  and  narmito.  Personal  observation  lioro  is  that  it  \/as  tho 
intention  of  the  Japanoso  to  fatton  tho  non  up  prior  to  removing  largo 
parties  to  othor  parts.  Those  big  portios  began  to  leave  Changi  in  lato 
January,  1943*  UP  to  May,  1943*  It  was  subsoquontly  found  that  tho 
partios  r  of  or  rod  to  had  boon  sont  mainly  to  Burma,  Thailand,  Bornoo  and 
Japan.  ..ftor  those  partios  had  gone  conditions  temporarily  inprovod  owin  g 
to  tho  exodus  of  suoh  a  largo  nunbor  of  non.  Tho  Japanoso  said  thoy  woro 
going  to  substituto  fish  for  meat.  Tho  majority  of  the  loads  of  fish  that 
wore  brought  into  the  oanp  consistod  of  little  tilings  about  2-3 ■  long 
which  appearod  to  bo  sovoral  days  old  and,  in  the  majority  of  caeos,  woro 
totally  inodiblo.  Wo  used  thou  for  fortilisor  for  our  gar dona. 

In  Dooembor,  1943  •  a  largo  portion  of  F  Forco  rotumod  froo  tho 
Buma-Thailend  railway.  Theso  non  were  in  a  shocking  condition,  suffering 
fran  gross  attacks  cf  bori  bori  in  its  various  typos,  malaria,  tropical 
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ulcers,  and  gross  debility.  The  loss  of  woight  was  sinply  appalling.  The 
average  loss  of  woight  would  appear  to  bo  in  the  neighbourhood  of  70-80  lbs. 
per  individual.  A  pproxlnatcly  80 %  of  these  non  had  to  be  adnitted 
innodiatoly  to  hospital,  and  wo  wore  confronted  with  3  serious  problonsi 
1.  The  lack  of  buds  of  any  sort  for  ths  nun;  2.  The  replacement  of  olothing; 
3*  The  onomous  drain  on  our  nininua  nodical  one  food  supplies.  To  ny 
knowledge  the  Japanese  nado  no  attempt  to  replaoo  any  hospital  equiiuont  such 
as  beds,  bedding,  and  other  important  equipnent  until  aftor  16th  .mgust, 

1945.  Many  of  those  non  who  returned  fron  Thailand  (F  Forco),  had  to  lio 
on  boro  boards  or  on  the  ccneroto  floors.  >io  appealed  for  clothing  but  tho 
appeal  foil  on  deaf  oars  Early  in  1944  no  re  partios  wore  returning  from 
other  parts  in  the  son.)  sxnto.  In  April  or  May,  1S44»  aftor  many  appeals 
to  tho  Japanese,  they  decided  to  set  up  another  hospital  at  Kranji.  Tho 
renaindor  of  our  bods  and  bedding  wers  sent  out  to  Kranji  \7horo  it  waa  tho 
intontion  to  establish  c  6h0  bed  hospital  oaaentially  fer  the  troatnent  of 
chronic  cases  such  ck  T.  B  s  gastric  ulcer,  otc.  This  hospital  cane  under 
coubincd  British  and  Australian  control  whilo  wo  i/ere  loft  in  Changi  with 
practically  nc.  hospital  equipment.  Tnnediatoly  on  top  of  this,  the  Japanese 
erdorod  tho  whole  cc'  the  area  to  bo  vacated  and  a  hospital  sot  up  in  the 
outskirts  of  Changi  gaot.  Hero  tho  non  woro  housed  in  200  notro  huts  and 
approximately  220  non  had  tc  bo  acscnnodatod  in  xheso  huts.  Thu  huts  ware 
built  of  bamboo,  coconut  pain  and  cthor  jungle  material.  Many  of  then  wero 
not  ovon  watorproof ,  The  non  Icy  on  platforms,  the  spaco  for  each  bod  was 
6'  x  3'  far  all  purposes .  A  further  nppoal  for  sono  sort  of  bedding, 
blankets,  otc.  was  refused.  Medical  supplies  and  dressings  v/cro  almost 
oxhaustod.  Thu  Japunoso  refused  to  replenish  then.  Many  af  us  endoavourod 
to  doviso  noons  of  overcoming  those  difficulties  regarding  drugs,  o.  g. ,  iron 
as  a  tonic  for  anaanics  wjj  nudo  in  the  camp  by  our  engineers.  Hie  lack  of 
supply  of  vitamins  was  to  a  certain  extent  overcame  by  extracting  tho  juico 
from  grass  and  curtain  local  flora.  Tho  Jnpanaso  did  not  nako  any  attenpt 
to  intorforu  with  our  own  efforts.  ^ftor  ranoving  to  Changi  gaol  area  in 
Juno  1944  the  food  position  bocano  acute.  Too  Jopancso  greatly  roducod  tho 
ration  ao  that  early  in  1945  the  non  showed  very  definite  signs  of  emaciation 
which  gradually  got  worse  end  worse  until  tho  surronder.  Coinciding  with 
this  gross  emaciation  thuro  •« s  a  tro-iandors  increase  in  tho  sickness  ra'fco. 
Tho  men  woro  in  such  a  dobilitatod  stato  they  easily  ccntractod  any  other 
diseases  such  as  boils,  many  of  which  became  infected  with  diphtheria;  lung 
conditions  such  as  T.  B.  and  pnounonio;  whilo  as  a  result  of  tho  shocking 
diet  tho  non  developed  various  forms  of  dysentery  and  many  forms  of  diarrhoea 
which  rosul  tod  in  many  deaths.  Tho  difficulties  all  tho  time  woro  boing 
incroascd  by  tho  arrival  of  largo  parties  of  Dutch,  British,  end  Australian 
PsO.i  from  Java,  Sumatra,  and  other  parts  of  tho  N.  2.  I,  All  af  thoso  non 
wore  in  an  a  pp oiling  condition  and  no  help  was  gisron  by  our  hosts  regarding 
food,  medicul  supplies,  or  tho  elementary  requirements  of  an  ordinary  camp. 
The  lack  of  clothing  was  having  a  very  disastrous  of  foot  on  tho  non,  and  in 
about  February  1^5  Q  disease  which  we  rojrxd  os  pellagra  established  a  firn 
hold  on  the  Fi-’OW.  7.  on  do-'initoly  of  tho  opinion  that  had  tho  Japancso 
supplied  us  vi-;h  reasonable  clothing  and  reasonable  food  this  outbreak  would 
havo  boon  averted. 

Bight  through  the  whole  period  that  wc  v/ero  interned  it  was 
inpo33ible  to  eradicate  enables.,  tinea  in  its  many  farms,  dysontory.  nalaria, 
and  the  general  deficiency  discuses  such  as  bur:,  beri  .poi.logra,  otc  My  own 
private  cpi  ion  we 3  that  the  Japanese  desired  to  exterminate  us  by  these 
n«an.3  Their  attitude  ’./as  one  of  total  indifferent o  and  thi  results  ’.'ore 
only  to  be  oxpectod. 
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Cu  approximately  16th  .aijust  1945  tho  Japanese  brought  into  our  comp 
enormous  supplies  of  notorial.  2vcry  nan  got  at  loaat  one  blanket,  one  pair 
of  shorts,  skirt,  boots,  aocks.  Tbs  food  supply  ;;as  oxtrej-voly  extravagant,  tho 
rice  issue  Jumped  from  12  to  30  oz.  per  day,  tons  of  butter,  cbooao,  milk,  and 
meat  wore  brought  in  in  such  huge  quantities  we  could  not  possibly  handle  thorn. 

I  saw  the  mark  NORCO  on  sa^o  of  tho  buttor.  This  food  was  in  quite  good 
condition,  and  although  the  date  on  one  parcel  of  Now  Zualand  butter  was  1933 
it  was  still  good.  In  addition,  onormous  quantities  of  medical  supplies  wore 
brought  in,  including  vitamins ,  atobrin,  and  other  drugs  wnich  we  had  boon 
dosporatoly  wanting  over  tho  last  thrso  years.  We  beliwVo  this  material  had 
been  available  all  the  tins. 

.*s  rogurds  tho  Hod  Cross,,  my  observations  were  that  a  Red  Cross  ship 
came  in  in  September  1942 ;  os  id  for  throe  months  good  supplies  were  handed  to  us. 
In  March  1944  a  sioall  shipment  of  Hcd  Cross  food  was  brou^t  in  which  lasted 
about  throe  ueoks.  Tho  next  was  in  Lurch  1945*  0110  Rod  Cross  parool, 

approxii mtcly  7  lbs. ,  was  distributed  betwoon  20  non  on  .Wednesdays  and  Sundays. 
That  lasted  lf>  wooks.  F.iis  food  really  only  actod  as  a  flavour.  On  nany 
occasions  \iq  bqw  Japanese  aurking  Camel  and  Player  cigarettes.  Tho  packets 
v/ore  quit-  fresh.  They  wero  similar  to  tne  ones  tho  Red  Cross  issued  to  us 
after  the  Japanese  capitulation.  On  several  occasions  I  saw  .argentine  bully 
beef  tins  discarded  by  the  Jc.pcn.oao.  drgontino  bully  beef  vqs  supplied  to  us 
after  tho  Japanoso  surrender. 

Tho  only  narking  on  the  hospital  was  a  Gk-novc  flag  in  tho  middle  of  tho 
ca  rap.  Lights  out  .  os  at  lu  p.  m.  and  we  were  not  allo-./od  to  use  li.^its  in  tho 
wards  after  this  time.  Japanese  guards  used  to  cane  to  tho  hospital  far 
treotuont . 

Tho  Japanoso  D.  D.  II.  3.  of  Changi  was  Capt.  Suzuki.  I  personally 
interviewed  this  nan  on  more  than  one  occasion.  I  made  many  requests  to  him, 
nino  ‘./ore  acceded  to.  I  cannot  recollect  him  grafting  any  request. 

In  approximately  September  1944  the  Japanosu  issued  tlireo  scales  of 
diet  1  heavy  duty.,  light  auty-  ana  no  duty.  T.nis  mnant  that  tho  sick  man  got 
only  half  the  rution  of  a  nan  on  heavy  duty.  The  heavy  duty  ration  :/c.b,  in 
our  opinion,  totally  inadequate,  even  for  a  iian  in  a  sedentary  occupation. 

This  continued  until  the  day  of  surrondor. 

Tho  Japanese  also  refused  to  pay  anybody  who  was  not  on  duty.  In 
other  words  -  no  pey:  no  food  for  the  tick  man. 
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